STATE OF INDIANA)

                            SS)

COUNTY OF CLAY)

Clay County Drainage Board President Charlie Brown opened the Clay County Drainage Board meeting at 11:00 am on January 17, 2006.  Members present were Commissioners Charlie Brown, David Parr and Daryl Andrews.  Also present were County Surveyor John Keller and County Auditor Joseph Dierdorf who made a record of the proceedings to wit:

IN THE MATTER OF THE CAMBELL DITCH
The Board began discussion on the County ditches.  Mr. Somheil stated that the statutes on the County ditches were confusing.  He also stated that he had contacted Mr. Jay Poe, the Huntington County Surveyor, and reported Mr. Poe’s opinions on borrowing form the General Ditch Maintenance Fund and how the funds were to be repaid and the timeframe involved.  Mr. Dierdorf offered that he felt the borrowing statutes were similar for the General Fund and the Ditch Funds, but were not exactly the same.
The Board held an extended discussion regarding the rates on the County Ditches and the parcels involved in the watersheds in the five County Ditches.  County Surveyor John Keller stated that a preliminary review indicated that there were many parcels not being assessed that possibly should be in the Cambell Ditch watershed, as an example.  The Indiana Code provided the procedure to add the parcels and the process for landowners to appeal, etcetera.
Mr. Andrews moved to raise the assessment on the Mary Brown Portteus, Killion, Heine, and Riddell ditches by twenty-five percent.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.

IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY DITCH ORDINANCE
Mr. Keller stated that a copy of the proposed County Ditch ordinance had been given to Mr. Somheil for his perusal.

  The Board expects to begin action on the ordinance at a Drainage Board meeting on February 6, 2006.
IN THE MATTER OF THE COUNTY DITCHES

Mr. Brown asked the Board if he could consult with the land owners regarding personal contributions on Cambell Ditch to expedite the process.  The Board had no problem this action.  The Board asked Mr. Dierdorf to check with the State Board of Accounts regarding loans from the County General Ditch Maintenance Fund to other ditch funds.  He answered that he would procure the information.

IN THE MATTER OF ADJOURNMENT

Mr. Andrews moved to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Parr seconded the motion.  Motion passed 3-0.
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